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My mother has this funny way
of apologizing.
She won’t allow anything like “I’m sorry”
to escape from her stubborn pink lips;
Instead, she procures
impressive assortments of fresh fruit—
you could paint a rainbow with them, coloring
even the dullest of skies.
She slices sunset-toned peaches with care, discarding
their rough pits,
her hands gripping
their velvety skins in her palm
for comfort.
This ritual deeply adds to her sense of control—
she’s secretly plagued with guilt,
though she’d never admit it.

She rinses the strawberries, fresh
from the farmer’s market;
She knows I adore them,
so delicately arranged with unspoken apologies,
their brilliant red giving away
the very motives they attempt
to conceal.
Each time, she artfully sprinkles
glistening grapes onto the platter.
Green, burgundy, and violet—
splattered with desperation and water droplets—
f lash out at me,
like neon cones at the side of the road
warning me that
American kids always lose this battle;
I can’t beat Brown Culture’s traditions.

MCTE partners with Michigan Youth Arts Festival (MYAF) annually to highlight outstanding creative writing in high schools across the
state. MCTE member teachers may submit student writing for adjudication in late winter. MCTE Executive Committee members read the
submitted student writing in the genres of poetry, short story, play or script writing, creative nonfiction, and graphic novels and score the
submissions to choose the strongest examples of creative writing at the 9-12 grade level across Michigan. The selected writers are chosen to
participate in the Michigan Youth Arts Festival, which is held annually in May (usually on the campus of Western Michigan University, but
the 2021 festival was virtual). At the festival, students attend two days of a creative writing workshop with an accomplished Michigan writer.
In addition, students are selected to perform their writing pieces at the creative writing showcase. MCTE also published the Creative Writing
Book available online and in print for teachers and students. More information about the festival and how to submit student writing can be
found at: https://mymcte.org/myaf-creative-writing/

48

LAJM, Spring/Summer 2022

LAJM, Spring/Summer 2022 49

